
Press Release (Original in Spanish released on April 8th, 2022)  

UCTP Calls for a halt of Privatization Process for Sacred Sites in Borikén (Puerto Rico) 
 
April 14th, 2022 – The United Confederation of Taíno People, along with other Indigenous brothers and 
sisters from Borikén, makes the following statement regarding the controversial dispute on whether our 
Caguana Indigenous Ceremonial Center in Caguana, Utuado, Puerto Rico, remains under the care of the 
Institute of Puerto Rican Culture (ICP, for its acronym in Spanish) or if it is changed to be under the care 
and authority of the Municipality of Utuado , which has the potential to allow them to issue titles to 
third parties.  

We must clarify that although we are under a colonial system at the hands of the United States, they 
(USA) finally adopted the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in December 
2010. Among the commitments of the signatories of said Declaration, is its implementation. 
Furthermore, we also wish to clarify that the United States also adopted the American Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by the Organization of American States (OAS). Not being State nor 
Federally recognized does not exclude us from being rights holders, and that includes the right to self-
determination and identification and our right to Free Prior, Informed Consent.  

Article 11  

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to practise and revitalize their cultural traditions and customs. 
This includes the right to maintain, protect and develop the past, present and future 
manifestations of their cultures, such as archaeological and historical sites, artefacts, designs, 
ceremonies, technologies and visual and performing arts and literature.   
 

2. States shall provide redress through effective mechanisms, which may include restitution, 
developed in conjunction with indigenous peoples, with respect to their cultural, intellectual, 
religious and spiritual property taken without their free, prior and informed consent or in 
violation of their laws, traditions and customs.  

Article 12  

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to manifest, practise, develop and teach their spiritual and 
religious traditions, customs and ceremonies; the right to maintain, protect, and have access in 
privacy to their religious and cultural sites; the right to the use and control of their ceremonial 
objects; and the right to the repatriation of their human remains.  

2. States shall seek to enable the access and/or repatriation of ceremonial objects and human 
remains in their possession through fair, transparent and effective mechanisms developed in 
conjunction with indigenous peoples concerned.  

 

We demand a HALT! to this process and that our right to exercise our Free Prior and Informed Consent 
be fulfilled, by calling all the Representatives of Indigenous Peoples of Borikén and that each agency 
present to us a proposal for an Effective Management Plan and the assurance that the Heritage of 



Borikén, in this case, our Sacred Indigenous Ceremonial Center, will not end up in private hands; and the 
guarantee that such sacred site will not be desecrated in any form. 

The government of Puerto Rico is aware that it has Indigenous Peoples and they are also aware that the 
Indigenous Peoples of Borikén have always been defending our sacred sites and our rights, within local, 
state, regional and international platforms.  

Let us recall the “Grito de Caguana” on July 25th, 2005, when as an expression of protest due to the 
lack of care and deterioration of Caguana, under the care of the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture, 
members of the Taíno Community set camp at the Ceremonial Center which led to a hunger strike by 
one of our utmost respected grandmothers. Said grandmother ended up being removed with long 
weapons that threatened her safety when she was defending our heritage and had no weapons. She 
was also subjected to the infamous practice of Criminalization of Human Rights Defenders.  

The presence of the Indigenous Peoples of Borikén, represented by tens of thousands of Indigenous 
people has also been demonstrated in the federal census, hence, we demand our rights be respected 
and that the commitments made at the United Nations, International Treaties and Declarations be 
fulfilled, and of course along with the commitments of the Agencies in Puerto Rico which mandates are 
to protect the Heritage of Puerto Rico and its people.   

For more information, please contact Tai Pelli, International Relations & Human Rights Officer, UCTP, by 
calling (321)444-1386 or by writing to:  taipelli21@gmail.com . 

 


